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Award categories 2026
	Award Number
	Award Title
	Sponsored by

	1
	Best practice in apprenticeships, recognising highly effective method of approach to educational programme to ensure successful completion.
This award recognises and honours the outstanding contributions made by a college or training provider to apprenticeship programmes within the hairdressing, barbering, and beauty sector. Consideration is given to the quality of programme delivery, end point assessment, and achieved outcomes.
	

VTCT

	2
	Outstanding employer engagement.

For this award, please describe the partnerships and connections established within the industry and with employers. Additionally, include any initiatives undertaken to provide Continuing Professional Development (CPD) opportunities for staff.
	


NHBF

	3
	Individual working behind the scenes

This award honours individuals who improve others’ lives through consistent dedication and helpfulness. It recognises those who work diligently behind the scenes with a positive attitude and high standards, always going above and beyond.

	


HABIA

	4
	Outstanding Individual Tutor/Trainer of the Year

This award recognises teachers or lecturers who consistently exceed the expectations of their role by motivating all students to achieve their fullest potential. They demonstrate excellence in teaching through engaging, high-quality instruction that inspires those they teach.
	


City & Guilds

	5
	Effective team collaboration

Please describe the impact the team has had on students and learners, detailing how their efforts have supported individuals in achieving their goals and ambitions.
	

MATAKKI






Exceptional student award to be announced and awarded at the AHT National finals

	6
	Outstanding Student Award for the Academic Year 2025/26

This award recognises a student’s dedication to both practical and theoretical aspects of their studies. When providing reasons for their nomination, please include relevant examples such as their approach to learning, participation in extracurricular activities that support academic development, involvement in competitions, voluntary work, or other instances where they have exceeded typical expectations.
	



Andrew Barton
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